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PLATFORM OF THE MANI¬ 
TOBA LIBERALS 

Based on Resolutions Adopted By 
The Provincial Liberal Conven¬ 
tion, Held in Winnipeg April 6, 
1910. 


1. Direct Legislation by means of 
the initiative and referendum. 

2. Compulsory Education. 

3. “Resident” majority vote in local 
option. 

4. Municipal electors to have power 
of limiting or reducing number of 

5. Liquor licenses to be granted by 
county court judges instead of by 
license commissioners. 

6. Public lands to be sold by public 
competition, except where sold to 
actual settlers with settlement duties. 

7. Swamp lands to be drained before 
sale and government to share expense 
of drainage districts when crown lands 
form part of the district. 

8. A reduction of $200,000 a year in 
the cost of administration. 

9. Impartial and non-political ad¬ 
ministration of justice. 

10. Settlement of the boundary 
question by Manitoba receiving the 
lands and all natural resources of the 
added territory. 

11. Voters’ lists prepared only for 
elections from municipal lists supple¬ 
mented by personal registration. 

12. A non-partisan telephone com¬ 
mission responsible to the legislature. 

13. A definite and progressive policy 
on agriculture.- 

14. Co-operation with municipalities 
in building good roads. 

15. Municipalities to be given a 
share of the railway taxes. 

16. A non-partisan elevator commis¬ 
sion subject only to the legislature. 

17. Better rural schools and more 
liberal grants. 

18. A provincial university. 



RESOLUTIONS 


Adopted by the Liberal Convention 
Held in Winnipeg April 3. 


Direct Legislation. 

That the Liberal party, in conven¬ 
tion assembled, adopts the principle 
of direct legislation through the in¬ 
itiative and the referendum, and pledg¬ 
es Itself, if returned to power, to pass 
legislation giving it full effect. 
Compulsory Education. 

That this convention deplores the 
fact that under existing educational 
conditions a considerable proportion of 
the children of school age are not be¬ 
ing educated; and declares this state 
of affairs should be remedied by a 
measure of compulsory education, 
which, while respecting the personal 
rights and religious convictions of the 
individual, shall make it obligatory 
that all children between the ages 
of eight and fourteen years shall re- 
ce.ve a proper elementary education 
either by attendance at the public 
schools or by such substitute within 
the discretion of the parents as shall 
attain this end. 

Temperance. 

That this convention re-afflrms the 
cordial sympathy of the Liberal party 
with the temperance movement as a 
moral 'reform and pledges itself, if the 
Liberals are returned to power, to fur¬ 
ther amend the Liauor act so as to. 

(1) Make a majority vote of the 
‘resident’ electors sufficient to carry a 
local option by-law. 

(2) Give the electors of any muni¬ 
cipality power to limit or reduce the 
number of licenses to be granted by 
the same system as a local option by¬ 
law is voted upon. 

(3) Establish a licensing branch of 
the county court judges to consider all 
applications and grant all licenses in¬ 
stead of the present system of license 
commissioners. 

Public Lands. 

(a) That the public lands of Mani¬ 
toba, instead of being sacrificed ,n 
arge quantities by private sale, should 
ae conserved, and disposed of in small 
narcels, either to actual settlers at rea¬ 
sonable prices and under conditions 
mposing settlement duties, or by pub¬ 
ic auctions. 

(b) That public swamp lands be 
trained before being sold, and that the 
tovernment co-operate with the sett¬ 
ers in forming drainage districts and 
ihare proportionately with them the 
ixpenses in this connection. 




Economy in Expenditures. 

The financial administration of the 
present government Inis been extrava¬ 
gant, Improvident and partisan, and 
has violated the principles of consti¬ 
tutional government. The Liberal party 
promises, If returned to power, to re¬ 
duce the cost of administration uy 
$200,000 without Impairing the effici¬ 
ency of the service. 

Impartial Administration of Justice. 

That tlie administration of justice 
should be Impartial and non-political, 
thereby commanding the respect and 
confidence of the people In contrast 
with the persistent and determined 
prostitution of the machinery of Jus¬ 
tice to partlzan ends which has been 
the continued practice or the present 
administration. 

Extension of Boundaries. 

That the Liberals of Manitoba in 
convention assembled, believe tnat a 
satisfactory adjustment of tnc boun¬ 
dary question consists in the acevu- 
tance of the extension of the boundar¬ 
ies as offered by the Dominion Govern¬ 
ment, provided it Is accompanied by 
the transfer to this province of the 
lands, minerals, timber, fisheries ami 
other natural resources of the added 


Voters' Lists. 

That the Election act should provide 
that Voters’ lists be prepared specially 
for each election, whether general or 
by-eiection, and only then; that the 
lists should be based upon a list of re¬ 
sident ratepayers prepared by the mun¬ 
icipal authorities supplemented by per¬ 
sonal registration under conditions 
giving ample facilities for the purpose 
and under the supervision of a board 
of county court judges. 

Telephone Commission Should Be in¬ 
dependent. 




Railway Taxos for Municipalities, 


That a reasonable proportion nf I ho 
rovonuo received from the taxation of 
railway companies bo distributed < n 
Homo orpiltnblp plan of distribution to 
the miinlolpalltlos, 


Government Elovntors. 


That the Mhcral parly adheres to il e 
stand taken by the Opposition In the 
house on the elevator bill, ns expressed 
In tho resolution proposed by the 
lender, Mr. Norris, In tho last session 
of the legislature. 

Better Rural Schools 
Whereas, the interests of primary 
education demand Increased grants 
from the legislature and moro careful 
supervision of the standard of teach¬ 
ing In such schools; therefore, resolv¬ 
ed, that the policy of the I lbe-al 
party, when elected, will he to raise 
the standard of efficiency in the rural 
schools and to provide more 1 oral 
grants from the legislature for the 
purpose of primary education. 

A Provincial University. 

That the Liberal party declares In 
favor of establishing a provincial uni¬ 
versity, suitably supported by the pro¬ 
vince, and offering an advanced and 
progressive system of higher educa¬ 
tion to all e'asses of the people. 

Want of Confidence in Government. 


That thin convention of the Liberals 
of Manitoba condemns the present 
government of tnts province for re¬ 
fusing, in the face of the most pos¬ 
itive and definite charges made by 
members of the legislature on the floor 
of the house to grant any enquiry Into 
such charges. That such a refusal is 
a strong presumption of guilt; and lhis 
convention, in view of the serious 
charges made and the refusal of all 
requests for investigation made in Ihe 
legislature, calls upon the electors of 
Manitoba, irrespective of party, to de¬ 
clare py their votes that the present 
government and its followers in tho 
house, are unworthy of the support cf 
the electors of this province. 


LEGAL PAYMENTS TO W. H. 
HASTINGS. 


W. H. Hastings has been for jears 
the Roblin organizer for Man.- 

salary. as organ.zer, has been 
paid out of the Provinc’al Treas¬ 
ury in the guise of payments for legal 
services. Here are the payments made 
to him in the last three years: 


1907. 

W. H. Hastings, fees, 
etc., re Oleson, et a! $ 32.00 

W. H. Hastings, fees, 
re King vs. Sterling 


W. H. Hastings, fees, 
as right-of-way so¬ 
li c l t o r (Boyne 
Marsh Drainage 






VV. H. Hastings, tees, 
as right-of-way so¬ 
il o 11 o r (franklin 

Drain). 

W. H, Hastings, Coes, 
us right-of-way so¬ 
li c 1 t o r (Mosquito 
Crook Drain) . . . 

\V. H. Hastings, Ceos, 
as right-of-way so¬ 
licitor (Elm Klver 

Drain). 

Total fees us right- 
of-way solicitor . . — 


1008. 

W. II. Hastings, fees, 
prosecuting (Liquor 
License Depart¬ 
ment) . 

\Y\ H, Hustings, In¬ 
quests on M. Fried¬ 
man, et ul . ... 

W. II. Hastings, fees, 
as Crown Prose¬ 
cutor (Eastern Ju¬ 
dicial District) . . 

\V. H. Hastings, fees, 
as right-of-way so¬ 
li c I t o r (Boyne 

Marsh). 

W. IT. Hastings, fees, 
as right-of-way so¬ 
li c 11 o r (Mosquito 
Creek Drain) . . 
VV. H. Hastings, fees, 
as right-of-way so¬ 
licitor (Rhineland 

Drain). 

VV. H. Hastings, fees, 
as right-of-way so¬ 
licitor (Macdonald 

Drain). 

Total fees as rignt- 
of-way solicitor . . — 


1000. 

VV. H. Hastings, counsel fees 

(Prosecutions).$ 25.0 

VV. H. Hastings, counsel fees 

(Inquests). 25.0 

VV. H. Hastings, counsel fees 

(Prosecutions). 4,542.0 

W- H. Plastings, right-of-way 

solicitor. 43.7 

\V. I-I. Hastings, solicitor’s fees 

(Union Point Drain) .... 40.6 

Hastings, solicitor's fees 














COMPULSORY EDUCATION 



ouhl pass leglslatic 
oneluded by sayiris 


legislation would throw the who! 
situation into turmoil and confusior 
and jeopardize negotiations wit! 
Ottawa. “It does not appear to th 
government,” said Mr. Coldwell, "tha 
the thing is advisable, and for that rea 
son the government would be afraid b 
inact the mildest measure.” (Winnipei 
Telegram, March 2, 1909.) Mr. Coidwel 
moved the six months’ hoist to the bill 
which was carried on the followini 
division (Manitoba Journals, 1909, pag 
SI): 

Yeas—Messrs. Armstrong (Portage li 
Prairie), Argue, Benard, Bermei 
Bonnycastle, Cameron, Campbell (Mor 
ns), Carroll, Coldwell, Ferguson, Gor 
Jon, Grain, Howden, Bauzon, Bawrenct 
Lynch, Byons, Mitchell, Prefontaint 
Riley, Roblin, Robson, Rogers, Simpson 
Taylor, Waddell—26. 

Nays — Messrs. Armstrong (Glad 
stone), Baird, Campbell (Dauphin ) 
lohnson (Winnipeg West), Jonasson 
McConnell, Mickle, Norris, Ross, Wal 
ton, Thornton, Winkler—12. 

Resolution Again Voted Down 

In the session of 1910, the oppositioi 
brought the matter before the legisla 
ture in the form of a resolution, which 
after setting forth the fact that tin 
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TELEPHONES 


A Million Too Much Paid for the Bell 

System—Promises That Have Not 

Been Kept—The System Does Not 

Pay. 

Manitoba now has Government 
ownership of telephones, Instead of 
municipal owned phones with Govern¬ 
ment owned long distance lines. 

The Roblln Government has thus ad¬ 
opted the nolicy advocated at the last 
election by the Liberal party instead 
of their own hybrid scheme and In so 
far as any credit is due for public 
ownership it is due to the Liberal 
party. In so far as the present policy 
is a failure, in that the telephone costs 
too much, and is in fact only the Bell 
system at practically the Bell prices, 
the fault lies with the Roblln Govern¬ 
ment, WHO PAID Ol i MILLION 
DOLLARS TOO MUCH TO TI-IB 
BELL COMPANY, thereby making the 
promised reductions k ipossible and 
have largely destroyed the efficioncv of 
the service by subjecting it to direct 
political control. 

The Liberal policy on telephones was 
defined in a resolution of the Manitoba 
Liberal executive on Dec. 27, 190G, as 
follows: 

"The Liberal party declares emphati¬ 
cally in favor of complete Government 
ownership and operation of a telephone 
system in this province, believing this 
to be the only practical solution of the 
question of coping with the existing 
monopoly." 

Bought Secretly: Legislature Not Con- 

The Liberal policy was bitterly at¬ 
tacked in the last election campaign by 
the Government, which adhered to the 
policy of building only the long dis¬ 
tance lines, but when faced with the 
responsibility of su; . lying a telephone 
service, they abandoned their own 
scheme and decided upon complete 
Government ownership. In December, 
1907, the Government bought the whole 
of the Bell equipment in Manitoba for 
$3,400,000. The purchase was put 
through within two days of the meeting 
of the legislature. This transaction 
was not submitted to the representa¬ 
tives of the people for their approval— 
an unheard of proceeding in a British 
community. 

A Remarkable Valuation. 

The valuation upon which the Gov¬ 
ernment bought the system, was made 
by their own engineer, a Mr. French, 
whose services have since been dis¬ 
pensed with. Mr. French spent just sjx 
days in examining and reporting upon 
the 07 exchanges, To toll offices and 
11,000 telephone lines For this re¬ 
markable piece of work he charged the 
province $55.95 (Voucher 3467, page 247, 
Manitoba public accounts, 1908.) Upon 
this $50 valuation the Roblin gov¬ 
ernment paid over $3,400,000 of the 
14 






OK THK REAL VALUE of the Hall 
property In Manitoba. 

2. Mr. Slso In 1 i|h evidence fluid Umt 
the cost of their Investment In Cnnudu 
per telephone nmounted to $159, that 
figure including real estate, patents, 
long dlstuneo lines, ete. Yet the Man¬ 
itoba tiovermnent paid $222 tier phone 

arcs or President Slso. Multiply 14,- 
11)5 plrnnei- purchased by $71! each and 
the result shows that the price was 
$1,030,225 more than the system was 

3. The annual report ol' the Bell 
Telephone Company l’or Doc. 31, 1007, 
showed that the Company had In Can¬ 
ada 111,118 telephones, 40,784 miles of 
wire and 0,540 miles of long distance 
poles. The balance sheet valued tho 
whole of the Company’s property at 
$10,385,080. Manitoba purchased a 
few days after the dale ot this balance 
sheet, 14,105 telephones or less Lhan 
13 per cent, of the whole; 4.008 miles 
of wire or 10.04 per cent, of the whole, 
and 1,102 miles of long distance poles 
or 12.18 per cent, of the whole, but the 
Manitoba Government paid the Bell 

cen’b’ole THE WHOLE! VALUATION 
Ob' THE COMPANY'S PLANT IN¬ 
CAN ADA. 

Instead of getting a property worth 
$3,400,000, the price paid, the Province 
got a property worth only $2,130,138 

sheet of the Company, dated ten days 

of $1,268,862 is what the Government 
overpaid the Beil by theii last balance 

4. On Dec. 26, 11)07, the Bel! Corn- 

real exchange of 120 per share. Two 
weeks later when the deal with Mani¬ 
toba had been made public, although 
the Company had parted with its 
Manitoba p ant, the stock was quoted 
on the same exchange at 130 per shale. 
The increase of $10 per share meant a 
total increase of $1,200.1101) show.ng 
WHAT THE MONEY MARKET 
THOUGHT THE MANITOBA GOV¬ 
ERNMENT HAD PAID TOO MUCH 
FOR THE Pi.ANT. 

Promised Rate Reductions Not Made. 

When the Government were urging 
the electors m 1006 and 1007 to support 
their telephone policy, they pledged 
themselves to cut the Bell Telephone 
rates in tw o or to do even better. To 

Hon. Colin II. Campbell, in the 
Legislature, March, 1006 (Telegram 
report), said that "so far as the opera¬ 
tion by the Government or the muni¬ 
cipality was concerned, the rates of 
the Bell Telephone Co SHOULD BE 
MORE THAN CUT IN TWO.” 

A special committee of the legisla¬ 
ture in 1908 (Hon. Colin II. Campbell, 
chairman) reported that independent 
telephone services could cut the Bell 
Telephone rates in two, and still make 
a proiit. (Journal of the Manitoba 
Legislature, 1906, page 88.) 

Hon. Colia H. Camplbelb at the con¬ 
vention of the Canadian Independent 
Telephone Association, September, 
1906, said; “The Government of our 






province will be able to necnmpIlHli a 
result Unit WIU. CUT TUB COST 
OK TUB 'iEBEl’JlONH IN TWO anil 
will give them a much better service 
thrill they have heretofore enjoyed," 

In a pamphlet Issued by the Govcrn- 
meiit ,aiul widely circulated In Nov¬ 
ember and December, 190(1, there was 
a statement by 'h' Dugger THAT A 
KUIIAB TEBBFIIONH CUUBD UK 
GIVEN FUR *1.00 l Mil U MONTH. 
(See pamphlet "Tl 
meat and Public 
phones."—Printed 


io Manitoba t 
Ownership m 


Dee. 10, tootl:— "In the eomitry, TUB 
KBDUCTION WJBl, IIB ONB-I1ABK 
UF TUB BXIS'IJNG RATES.” 

lion. R. P. Jtoblin, as nuoteil in the 
Wnlnlpeg Telegram, December 11, 
1000):—"It is simply a matter of those 
who use telephones paying for them, 
and also, ONBY To l’AY llABK 
WIIAT TUB 11BHB PEUPHB NOW 
Cl IARGE." 

Three or four days later, Air. Dub¬ 
lin, in an Interview published in the 
Telegram, dealing with long distance 
charges, said: "We will more than 
CUT THE BEBB FIGURES IN 
TWO." 

Mr. Itoblin, speaking in Neeuawa, 
December 20 (as quoted in the Winni¬ 
peg Telegram of December 21,) said 
that, one year from that time, they 
would be able to speak over a govern¬ 
ment-owned long distance line from 
Neepawa to Winnipeg at "BESS 
THAN HALF what is charged by tile 
Bell Telephone Company at the pres- 

Sueli were the explicit, emphatic 
promises. How have they been ful¬ 
filled ? In the cities the Bell rates for 
business are still in force, while the 
rates for residence have been reduced 
— NOT ONE-HABK, BUT ONE- 
SIXTH. In the country, the tanners’ 
phones (as set forth bv Mr. Kogers 
in the Begislutuie, Feb. 25, 1909), have 
been reduced from $30 to $2,I; and 
from $24 to $20. THIS IS A RE¬ 
DUCTION OF ONBY ONE-SIXTH. 

There have been slight decreases in 
the long distance tolls to certain 
points; but this has been olf-set in 
large measure, if not entirely, by the 
reduction of the time of conversation 
Irom 3 minutes to 2 minutes between 
Winnipeg and many of the important 
points in the province. 

System does not Pay 
In consequence of the excessive price 
paid for the telephone system and the 
defective management, due to political 
interference, the telephone system does 
not pay even at the high rates charged. 
It is true that, for the years 1D0S and 
1909, surpluses aggregating $273,219, 
were cl timed by the government, and 
this amount of telephone money was 
taken out of the telephone system 
and added to the current revenues of 
the province. 

These surpluses do not survive a 
analysis of the figures. The ac¬ 
counts make no provision for a con¬ 
tingent fund nor for a sinking fund 
to retire the bonds, and the allowance 
for maintenance is absurdly inadequate 
In the investigation into telephones 
17 







hold at Ottawa In 1905 by a special 
committee of (ho House of Commons, 
tho matter of cost of nvilnlommce 
rocolvod considerable aitontlon rind 
mtioh oxport evidence was tendered on 
tills point. Mr. Xj, D. McFarluno, 
Oonoral Manager of tho Hell Tolpphom; 
Co. of Cnnailn, plaood tho yearly de¬ 
preciation at 10 per coni., while tho 
lowest estimate, that of Mr, Mounton 
of the Twin City Co., was 5 per oent. 
Tho method followed by tho telephone 
companies Is, In plaoo of allowing for 

out of tho ournlngs an amount on 
maintenance inpmi to tho estimated 
depreciation, with a reserve or con¬ 
tingent fund to moot special cinergeti- 

It Is worth noting In this connection 
that the Boll Telephone Co., with a 
capital of $12,500,000, and a bond Issue 
of $3,010,01)0, making u total capital¬ 
ization of $10,1411,000, Inis a contingent 
fund amounting to $2,150,000, and a re¬ 
serve for maintenance amounting to 
$082,148, or a total of $3,132,148. This 
Is from the last available statement, 
covering the year 1908. 

Talcing the lowest estimate of de¬ 
preciation, five per cent., the Manitoba 
government should, In the year 1908, 
have expended 6 per cent, of the cap¬ 
ital invested, or $208,000 on mainten¬ 
ance. They actually expended only 
$104,000, or two and a half per cent., 
In the year 1909, the maintenance 
amounting to $173,124, which, on the 
capitalization of $5,102,978 is 3.39 per 
cent. At five per cent., the minimum 
possible depreciation, the outlay for 
maintenance would haVo been $23(3,- 
250, or $88,120 more than was actu¬ 
ally paid out. This, which is the 
most favorable possible showing, shows 
that at least $187,000 of the money de¬ 
flected from the telephone system in¬ 
to the provincial treasury to be spent 
as ordinary revenue, should have been 
put back into the system to keep it 
up-to-date. 

The actual experience of the Bell 
Telephone Co. indicates that the esti¬ 
mate of five per cent, depreciation is 
too low. The figures supplied the 
Dominion telephone committee by the 
Bell Telephone company showed that 
during the five years from 1900 to 1904, 
it spent on maintenance $4,131,380 out 
of a total revenue of $11,000,859, or 
thirty-seven and a half per cent, of the 
receipts. The total receipts of the 
Manitoba Telephone system during 
1908 and 1909 amounted to $1,537,612, 

If the same proportion of these re¬ 
ceipts were devoted to maintenance as 
the actual experience of the Bell Tele- 
pone Co. has shown to be necessary, 
the outlay on this score would have 
been $576,370, whereas the actual out¬ 
lay was only $275,000, or $300,000 less 
than should have properly been ex¬ 
pended on the system. These figures 
indicate that the system is either be¬ 
ing allowed to deteriorate or is being 
maintained and the maintenance 
charged improperly to capital. 

It is clear that the deflection of 
$273,000 of telephone money into the 
current revenues of the province was 
a totally unwarranted proceeding. The 
money was needed for the mainten¬ 
ance of the system, or if not so need- 
18 



0(1, It should have boon mulnlnlnoil In¬ 
tact an a contingent account. 

The transferring of tills telephone 
money Into current account niakuH the 
telephone system an Instrument of (11- 
root taxation. Nuurly ono-llfth of Iho 
money paid by telephone UHers went, 
not to pay for their telephones, but 
for other purposes of government. 
This Is In direct contradiction to Iho 
ropoatod plodgo of Mr. Koblln that 
telephone users should get their tele¬ 
phones ut cost. 

Telephones Under Political Control. 
The telephone commission Is under 
the direct control of tho Manitoba 
government, the minister In charge Be¬ 
ing tho lion. Robt. Rogers. This con¬ 
it ol Is constantly exercised to the pol. 
Itlcal advantage of tho government 
and to the detriment of tho service. 
A case In point was cited In tho legls- 
'aturo In tho session of 1910, when Mr. 
Malcolm pointed out that, In the 
Hlrtle by-clcctlon, Mr. Rogers, with¬ 
out consultation with tho Commission 
undertook, for political reasons, to re¬ 
mit certain toll charges. 

It transpired, from evidence given 
before the Public Accounts Commilteo 
at the 1910 session of the Legislature, 
that on May 1st, 1909, by the order of 
the government, the telophono accounts 
and moneys were removed from the 
jurisdiction of the provincial auditor 
and have not since been checked by 

The Liberal platform pledges the 
Liberals to make the commission in¬ 
dependent of politics and subject only 
to the control of the legislature, with 
its accounts under the control of the 
provincial auditor. This is In sympathy 
also with a recommendation made to 
the government in January, 1907, by 
the executive committee of the Union 
of Manitoba Municipalities In these 

“That in the opinion of this execu¬ 
tive the Telephone acts should be 
amended m these respects: 

"(a) To provide that the commis¬ 
sioners shall not be subject to remov¬ 
al, except by a vote of the provincial 
legislature and by a majority, the 
same as is provided to remove the pro¬ 
vincial auditor, so as to place said 
commissioners beyond the reach of 
party politics. 

"(b) To provide that the commis¬ 
sioners appoint annually independent 
auditors to audit all telephone ac¬ 
counts and transactions, which audit¬ 
ors shall be separate and independent 
of the municipal auditors.” 

Capital Interested in tho Telephone 

The euormons amounts of money 
which are being invested in the pro¬ 
vincial telephone system ca.l for the 
consideration of the ratepayers of the 
province, 

The officials records show that on 
July 1, 1907. debentures to the extent 
of $1,000,000 for telephone construction 
were issued In the following Janu¬ 
ary provincial bonds to the value of 
19 






DIRECT LEGISLATION 


Liberals Are Pledged to Introduce the 
Initiative and Referendum. 


The Liberals adopted, at their con¬ 
vention held on April 11, lllOli, the prin¬ 
ciple of direct legislation as a plank in 
their platform and are pledged to make 
tills the law of the land if returned to 

The initiative and the referendum 
taken tugether are called direct leg¬ 
islation. 

By the initiative it is proposed to 
give to a certain percentage of the 
qualified voters the power to prepare 
and present petitions for proposed 
laws to the whole body of voters, which 
laws shall become effective upon be¬ 
ing approved by a majority of the 

By the referendum it is proposed 
that the people shall have power, ex¬ 
pressed by petition, to promptly pro¬ 
pose the defeat of acts of legislation 
deemed by them to be unwise If a 
measure has been unacted by the leg- 








administration. The local 
Is direct legislation, pure 
Twenty-llvo per cent. o£ 
3 petition for tho passage 
w forbidding the granting 
and tho question Is sub- 
ctly to tho electors, u ma- 
settllng tho matter ono 
a other. The potltlon for 
ivements, with the subso- 
Isslon of tho by-law to the 
is another application of 
lc. A striking Illustration 
o referendum operates to 
;ood was furnished in May, 
o city of Regina. A con- 
by tho city with a private 
for the building of a street 
was submitted to the rate- 
was rejected by a decisive 
thereupon tho City Council 
o tho ratepayers the ques- 
:r the city should build the 
slf or let the matter stand 


um in its effect upon the 
r legislation are these: 
at it provides a remedy for m- 
1 or unintentional misrepresen- 
n the part of elected legisla- 
d secures laws conformable to 
:al will of the majority, 
at it enhances the popular con- 
n the stability of law. 
t it eliminates muon waste of 





to the purposes of extreme radicalism 
but is, on the whole, a steadying: and 
conservative influence. 


Judge Brewer’s Opinion. 



pense with it. All political parties sub¬ 
mit willingly to tbe decisions of the 
24 



mnjarlty, ouch hoping to win u •iiu- 
jotlt.v to its programme in the future, 
The Swiss people recognize In thu uil- 
tlntlvo nml referendum their shield und 
sword. With tho shield of the referen 
dmn they word off legislation tliey do 
not desire; with tho sword of tho ini¬ 
tiative they cut tho way for tho enact 
mont of their own Ideas Into law. Tne 
people may reject a progressive meas¬ 
ure when first presented and embrace 
It when another opportunity presents 
itself. In any event, It is better not to 
force laws—even good laws—upon tho 
people, but to leave tho decision to 
their own free will. Possibly they may 
try by the Initiative to do some erratic 
thing, but they will take note and rid 
themselves of It eventually. The ini¬ 
tiative has frequently been called an 
escape valve by which the will of the 
people finds 1 expression. New ideas 
are given a chance to court investiga¬ 
tion and enlist a following. Later they 

Gives a Training in the Art of Govern- 

The (Inal and weightiest claim for 
the refetendum, as attested by the ex¬ 
perience of nil communities whore it 
lias been tried, is the training in the art 
of government It gives the people. It 
may, indeed,, be questioned whether a 
people whose direct contribution to 
self-government consists in a single 
vote cast at intervals of several years? 
not for a policy or even for a measure, 
but for a party or a personality, can be 
a genuinely self-governing people. 
Some amount of regular responsibility 
for concrete acts of conduct Is suiely 
as essential to the education of a self- 
reliant people as of a self-reliant indi¬ 
vidual. The believer m the referendum 
holds that the obligation imposed upon 
each citizen to take a direct part in the 
making of the laws he is called upon to 
obey is essential to the reality of popu¬ 
lar self-government. 


OVER $200,000 FOR THE WINNIPEG 
TELEGRAM 


Payments to the Winnipeg Telegram 
during the last ten years, so far as 
they are set forth in the Public Ac¬ 
counts, have been as follows. 


25,514.74 

17,031.87 

20,745.55 

23.433.S2 

25.S71.22 


1908 

1909 


2S.S0S.52 

28.036.92 


$202,842.02 


This does not include payments by 
the Telephone Commission, which are 
believed to amount to some $15,000 


ELI SAND CO. 

For information on this subject see 
the special pamphlet issued. 
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THE BOUNDARY QUESTION 

Roblin Government Has Played With 
the Question for Years—Liberals 
Pledged to Settle it on Fair Terms to 


The chronological history o£ the de¬ 
velopment of the Boundary Question 
is necessary to the proper understand- 
lng of the present status of this issue. 

The original province of Manitoba 
comprised an area of only 13,600 square 
miles, the western boundary of the 
province being the 99th parallel of 
longitude. The province was eniargcu 
to its present size, some 7,000 square 
miles, in 1831, alter conferences be¬ 
tween the Norquay government of 
Manitoba and the Macdonald govern¬ 
ment at Ottawa. 

In 1901, T. A. Burrows and 
R. H. Myers, both Liberals, moved a 
resolution in the Manitoba legislature, 
asking that a memorial be presented 
to the parliament of Canada, asking 
that the boundaries of the province 
be extendea westward and northward- 
The resolution passed the legislature, 
but the Roblin government did not 
draw up the proposed memorial and 
submit it to the Dominion government. 
All they did was to have W. J. 
Roche, M.P. for Marquette, present a 
petition to the House of Commons, 
asking that the boundar.es of the 
province be extended. 

Non-Partisan Action Suggested. 

In 1902 another resolution was moved 
by Mr. Roblin and seconded by Mr. 
Burrows, reaffirming the declaration of 
the previous year, and providing “that 
a committee consisting of such mem- 




sldorablo extension o£ the province 
westwurd and iiorthward, la a serious 
matter for tlio Koblln government, and 
they have tried, in consequence, to 
protect themselves by tampering with 
the records. In tho throo successive 
memorials presented to tho Dominion 
government by the Manitoba govern¬ 
ment in 1005, in 1900 and in 1908, the 
resolution of 1902 is wrongly quoted. 
In the bogus 1902 resolution, quoted 
In thoso memorials, thore is a clause 
calling for an early extension of the 
boundaries westward and northward, 
and there is substituted for the clauses 
quoted above a new paragraph, differ¬ 
ent ' in its tenor and conclusion, from 
which there was carefully eliminated 
all reference to the fact that the com¬ 
mittee included members of the Lib¬ 
eral opposition. 

In the cooked resolution It was 
made to appear that the matter 
was left to the Manitoba govern¬ 
ment. The object of the change 
was obviously to prevent the charge 
which the opposition members them¬ 
selves could prove, that the govern¬ 
ment had been dilatory and negligent 
In not having the committee meet. 

Memorial Was Not Drafted. 


Nothing whatever followed the pas- 













be happy to confer wltli him til any 
time with a view to determining this 
amount. This lollor and tho draft of 
tho hill, though received while tho 
Manitoba legislature was In session, 
were not submitted, und nothing was 
known about thorn until In tho following 
November, Sir Wilfrid In a statement 
In Hie Commons announced that ho had 
sent them. Tho terms were then made 
public by tho Roblln government. 

The 1909 Conference. 

The Conference to fix tho terms was 
held In Ottawa, March, 35)00. Sir Wil¬ 
frid, In a letter, hud specially urged 
Mr. Roblln to bo present personally, 
but lie did not attend. Tho province 
was represented by Mr. Rogers and 
Mr. Campbell. - Nothing resulted from 
this conference. Tho representatives 
of Manitoba presonted the demands 
set forth In the memorial of 1008, and 
in a briefer memorial of 1909, that tho 
same cash payments In lieu of land 
3hould bo made to Manitoba that are 
made to Alberta and Saskatchewan. 
The Dominion declined to accede to 
these .terms, and the conference broke 
up without anything being accom¬ 
plished. 

Tho Roblin-Laurier Correspondence. 

Later in the following November ana 
December a series of letters passed 
between Mr. Roblln and Sir Wil¬ 
frid, In which Mr. Roblln demanded, 
contrary to the constitutional conten¬ 
tions set forth by him In the memorial 
of 1908, that the Dominion parliament 
should, by bdl or resolution, set forth 
the terms they were willing to grant 
Manitoba, leaving it to the legislatuie 
o.' Manitoba to accept or reject these 
terms. Sir Wilfrid, in his letters, de¬ 
clared that, in his opinion, it would be 
unwise and impracticable to follow 
this course, and he declared his wil¬ 
lingness “to reopen negotiations with 
the full assurance on our part that we 
are anxious to meet Manitoba in a 
fair and generous spirit." (December 
27, 1909). Mr. Roblln replied on Jan. 
8, 1910, reiterating his demand that 
the Dominion government should name 
the terms and conditions which It was 
willing to grant, by resolution of the 
Dominion parliament, and failing to 
accept the invitation to a conference. 
Tr this, Sir Wilfrid made no reply 

Sir Wilfrid States His Position 










THE PBOVINCE’S FINANCES* 


Public Debt Has Increased Over Ten 
Million Dollars During Ten Years of 
Roblin Rule—Growth in Contingent 
Liability of Thirty-Three Millions— 
Over Three Millions Received From 
Lands Have Been Spent. 


The present government have held 
office for ten years. One of the chief 
charges they brought against their pre¬ 
decessors was that of extravagance. 
The first plank In their platform of 
ISH'J. which was moved by Mr. Roblin 
himself, was as follows: 

‘‘That the alarming condition of the 
finances of the province demands the 
introduction of such economical 
methods of administration as will 
re-establish the equilibrium between 
receipts and expenditures.” 

The government boast of their finan¬ 
cial administration and claim to have 
carried out this pledge. They lay 
stress on the fact that their huge re¬ 
ceipts have enabled them to establish 
the equilibrium between receipts and 











rsc, Tlio population du 
10 period liati Increased, c 
Llio samo Public Accounts, 
lior cent. Tills computatl 
illation Is very favorable 
illn Government. It Is 
n the figures on which the 
i paid in each year, but in 
ulatlon figures were four y 
ireas In 1909 they wero up 
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prior to their salo to Mi 
Rcbliu declared that ther 
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sequently it transpired tt 
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ouch township. The reply to this Is 
that the Cunadlan Northern Railway 
could not vary the torms of tho con¬ 
tract, which called for land "fairly fit 
for settlement,’' and any township nut 
possessing tho requlslto amount of 
land of this nature could be passed 
over In Its ontlroty, 

The government selected much of Its 
M. & N. W. land In unsurveyed town¬ 
ships, and It could have dono the same 
with the H. B. lands had It desired to 
do so. 

Province Has Lost Five Million Dollars 

To recapitulate: The government 
has sold 728,000 acres of swamp land 
for $3.88 an acre; 4G5.000 acres of good 
prairie land In the Quill Lake district, 
equal to the best land in Western Can¬ 
ada, for $3.88 an acre; and 200,000 acres 
of IX. B. R. land, "fairly lit for settle¬ 
ment," for $1.06 an acre. Or: 1,-.49,000 
acres for $3.23 an acre. 

T. C. Norris, in a speech in the legis¬ 
lature, 1910, estimated that the prov¬ 
ince has lost at least five million dol¬ 
lars by tho wasteful administration of 
the lands by the Itoblln government. 

It is to be noted that $3,400,000 has 
already been actually collected from 
the sales of lands, and that the money 


THE UNNECESSARY AND COSTLY 
ANNUAL REVISION. 


The Liberals propose, it returned to 
over, to make the voters iists rmy 
pon the eve of an election—-that is to 



THE RAILWAY RECORD 


Province Has Incurred a Contingent 
Liability for Thirty-Five Million Dol¬ 
lars and Has Neither Control of the 
Operation or the Freight Rates. 


Up to the end of the Inst .session of 
the Legislature the Province had as¬ 
sumed n contingent liability on behalf 
of the Canadian Northern Railway of 


The following table shows the details 
of the guarantees to ‘ the Canadian 
Northern to date, as they appear In 
Acts of the Legislature in the years 


1— Gladstone to Winnipeg- 

osls . 125 $ 8,000 

2— Winnipeg S. E. to 

Boundary . 108 “ 

3— Sifton Junction to Er- 

wood . 177 

1900. 

4— Dauphin to Grandview 27 " 


5—(a) Carman Jet. to 
Carman, 70; (b) Nee- 
pawa Jet. via Car- 
berry through Nee- 
pawa, 53; (c) Ross- 
burn Extension to 
Clanwilliam, 20; (d) 
Beaver to Gladstone, 


G—Winnipeg to Oak Point 


Afterwards 7 lines 1 to 
5 guaranteed extra.. 



8—Clanwilliam, north¬ 
westerly, 80; Emer¬ 
son, easterly, 20; 
McCreary Jet, south¬ 
erly, IS; Hartney to 
Virden, 40; Roland 
to Morden, 20; Port¬ 
age to Carberry, 40; 
Greenway extension, 
40; Minto to Melita, 
30; Thunderhill Br., 
20; Fairfax Br, 15; 
Carberry Jet. to 


Carberry, 20 . 343 10,000 

1905. 

9—Carberry west to 

Boundary . 100 “ 

10— Winnipeg east . 25 

11— Above line to Bird’s 

Hill Gravel Pit . 7 

12— St. Charles cut-off . 7 

13— Emerson Sprague cut¬ 

off . 50 

1906. 

14— New Branch to Delor- 

aine . 35 

15— Oakland northwesterly 50 ” 

























boon fulllllotl Unit was stipulated In 
the agreement with the province." ITo 
concludes his letter by Informing Mr. 
McCunlg that the C.N.R. 1ms "passed 
beyond the jurisdiction of the pro- 

It thus appears that, whllo the pro¬ 
vince is hound by the guaranteeing of 
the Canadian Northorn bonds to the 
extent of some nearly thirty million 
dollars (not counting tho Northern Pa¬ 
cific liability) nnd will continue bound 
for tho balance of tho thirty year 
period, it has lost absolutely the con¬ 
sideration which induced it to assume 
this obligation. Tho Manitoba govern¬ 
ment cannot compel tho Canadian 
Northern railway to supply a suitable 
service over any portion of its system 
within tho province of Manitoba, 
though tho lines were built by reason 
of the assistance furnished by the pro¬ 
vince; nor is it able to modify or con¬ 
trol In any manner tho freight rates 
charged by the C.N.R. 

The Ten Cent Rate Abandoned. 

AVlth this repudiation by the provin¬ 
cial government of its right ot' con¬ 
trol, there goes by the board tho hope 
for the ten cent rate on wheat which 
has been cherished by the grain grow¬ 
ers of the province for many years, 
and which has been repeatedly en¬ 
couraged by Mr. Roblin. In the lirst 
speech which he made after accept¬ 
ing the premiership, at Hast Poplar 
Point, in November, 1900, Mr. Roblin 
said; “The ideal figure is a rate on 
“wheat to Lake Superior of ten cents a 
“hundred and six cents a bushel. That 








—A Corrupt System. 


A feature of the Robltn admlnls 
Won which has been brought to 
fection during the ten years In w 
11 has held ollice, Is the manner 
which tho Government makes 
business of the country serve p 
and political ends. 

The permanent party organize 
which Is maintained throughout 
province Is all paid for, In one f 
or another, out of the public fu 
To Illustrate, W. H. Hastings, 
chief organizer, draws his pay 0 
legal adviser of the Government, , 
ting over fifteen thousand dollars f 
this source during the last tl 
^ears. The outside organizer, 
has done most of the traveling, 
fid. Doran, who is nominally an < 
cial of the License Department, 
does no work for that Departn 
and has been subject directly to 


A Nest of Political Workers. 
The License Department is a 1 


palgn, at the oxpanse of llio 
people of the Provlnco. The 
annual outlay In tho form of 
Aid to Municipalities Is determin¬ 
ed vory largely by tho political ne¬ 
cessities of the year. In 1900, which 
was a year of political calm, this 
expenditure was limited to $120,010. In 
1907, when there was a Provincial 
general election, It rose to $142,749, 
And In 1908, when tho Provincial Gov¬ 
ernment used Its Influence to tho 
utmost to secure the election of Con¬ 
servative candidates In the Dominion 
election, It rose to tho very large sum 
of $21G,203, dropping the following 
year, 1909, to $149,786. The excess In 
1908 over tho years preceding nnd fol¬ 
lowing, suggest that some $70,000 or 
$80,000 of the money to municipalities 
was really used for political purposes 
in 1908. 

Tho Methods of Szablewskl. 

Some of the methods followed by the 
government have been Investigated 
during the last two years by tho public 
accounts committee, with the result 
that some little light has been thrown 
upon the means employed. One of the 
witnesses examined in 1908 was F. S. 
Szablewskl. This Individual was orig¬ 
inally employed as a school Inspector 
of Ruthenian schools, but In July, 1908, 
he was taken over by the public works 
department as a "road Inspector,” al¬ 
though he had had no experience what¬ 
ever in this class of work. Szablewskl 
was entrusted with tho expenditure of 



work, fixed the remuneration, employ¬ 
ed the men, and certified, himself, to 
the accounts. It was also established 
that, Immediately before the Gilbert 
Plains by-election, In November, 1908, 
although the ground had frozen up, he 
did some road-making along these 
lines in the Galician districts, to the 
extent of several hundred dollars. The 
work on the roads was stopped the day 
after the election. In all these cases, 
it is quite clear that the money of the 
province was spent in the buying of 
votes under the thin disguise of doing 








Growers. 







OILING THE MANITOU MACHINE 

Snowflake is in the constituency of 
Manitou, vvliich is represented by Mr. 
Rotters. The Public Accounts for 1908 
■showed the following payments out of 
the provincial treasury to parties in 
the Snowflake district: 

Page 324—W. R. Sims, work on 

Brown's drain . $215.25 

Page 194—W. H. Moore, detec¬ 
tive’s fees. 714.95 

Page 191—S. Handford, salary as 

Inspector . 500.00 

Page 194—S. Handford, Detec¬ 
tive's fees. 100.00 

Page 190—Ralph W. Handford, 
salary $900; expenses $149.25 ..1049.25 
Page 190—Isaac Cousins (Mow¬ 
bray), salary $480; expenses 

$54.25 . 534.25 

Page 344—James Cousins, deep¬ 
ening Snowflake drain. 15G.0O 

The total of these seven items is 
$3,269.70, all spent in one small dis¬ 
trict. They are not all for alleged pub¬ 
lic works, it is to be observed; two of 
them, totalling $814.95, are for private 
works of the class with which the name 
of Sherlock Holmes is associated. Most 
of this money was spent for the purely 
political purpose of keeping Mr. Rogers’ 
fences in that district in order. 














PARTISAN ADMINISTRATION 
OP JUSTICE 


Many Malicious Political Prosecutions 
Against Liberals—Not One Convic¬ 
tion Secured—Serious Offences That 



connection with tho preparation of the 
lists upon which tho oloctlon had iboon 
held. Two-thirds of those casos wore 
abandoned upon tho preliminary hear" 
ing and tho remaining cases wore kept 
alive for threo years and wore finally 
abandoned after the expenditure of 
many thousands of dollars iby tho at- 
torncy-gonerurs department, Thunn 
was not a single conviction In all the 
cases arising out of this election, 

In October, 1904, Mr. P. Harvey was 
arrested in Minnedosa on a trumped- 
up charge of having offered money 'to 
a voter. Ball was refused .and he 
was brought to AVinnipeg, where he 
was released. Tills case was aban¬ 
doned on tho preliminary hearing. 

At the Dominion elections of 1904, a 
provincial constable of .Morden arrest¬ 
ed a well-known Liberal resident of 
the town, as the result of circumstances 
arising out of the election. The con¬ 
stable was sued for damages and a 
verdict of $600 was awarded against 







did not Intend to go ahead with the 
prosecution, but Mr. Ingram Insisted 
upon tho caso bolng brought to trial. 
The case was tried before Judgo Ryan 
and was dismissed, tho evidence show¬ 
ing that IMr. Ingram had been guilty 
of no offenco whatever. 


At Gimli. on election day, two men, 
representing themselves to bo pro¬ 
vincial constables, arrested a Liberal 
named Grabosky, when he was pro¬ 
ceeding to the poll, and locked him up 
in the jail of Gimli till the day was 
over, when they set him free. Gra- 
bosky brought an action for damages 
against the constables and won his 
case at the Winnipeg summer assizes 
of 1909. Damages to the extent of 
iflOO wero awarded against the con¬ 
stables, which, with the costs, brought 
the total penalty up to nearly $G00. The 
line and costs were paid oy the attor¬ 
ney-general's department by a treasury 


After the provincial registration of 
1908, in the local constituency of 
Morris, which Mr. Campbell repre¬ 
sents, a German farmer named Stobrlce 
was arrested on a charge of improper¬ 
ly registering, and was brought into 
Winnipeg in place of being brought 
before the local magistrate. This case 
was abandoned upon the preliminary 
hearing. 


The zeal shown by Attorney-General 
Campbell in instituting prosecutions 
against Liberals is equalled only by the 
energy he displays in suppressing 
prosecutions against parties who arc 
of use to the iRoblin machine. There 
have been many cases in which parties 
charged with most serious crimes have 
escaped prosecution by reason of their 
political interest. 

The notorious Lac du Bonnet inci¬ 
dent is a case in point. In 1904, im¬ 
mediately preceding the Dominion elec¬ 
tion, Thomas Houston, police magis 
trate at Lac du Bonnet, got a telegram 
signed Colm H. Campbell, instructing 
him to do-nothing further in the prose- 

against whom a warrant for the .llegal 
sale of liquor had been issued. Bruneau 
was an active political worker and the 
intention of the telegram was to shield 
him. The only reply ever attempted 
to this change was Mr. Campbell’® plea 
(hat he had not personally sent th" 
telegram. It is, however, indisputable 
lhat it was signed by an official in his 
department, authorized to act m his 
behalf. 

In the G. AV. Wood bucket shop ca*e, 
the attorney-general abandoned the 
prosecution as the result of a bargain, 
the details of which have always beer, 
shrouded in mystery. It was stated at 
the time that Wood was allowed to 
escape prosecution upon the payment 
of an unspecified amount to some un¬ 
identified parties for the purpose of 
recouping the losses of unknown par¬ 
ties said to have been victimized in 
their dealings With the bucket shop 
An incident in the adjustment of this 
difficulty was the withdrawal by Wood 
of criminal and civil libel actions 
67 






Those are simply a few of the many 
wises which, establish the partisanship 
anti the incompetency of the attornev- 
ger.eral’s department as administtred 
■by Mr Campbell. 


MR. ROBLIN AS AN ELEVATOR 
MAN 

Mr. Roblin has always been, by in¬ 
clination and interest, favorable to the 
elevator interests m their controversies 
with the producers. - 

As long ago as 1S9S, he bitterly op¬ 
posed, in the Manitoba legislature, the 
passage of a resolution calling upon the 
Dominion parliament to pass an aet 
compelling the railways to build load¬ 
ing platforms. He denounced the ad¬ 
vocates of this resolution as agitators, 
and characterized the proposed action 
as confiscation. 

In 1S99, when there was a bill before 
the Dominion house to compel the rail¬ 
ways to recognize and do business with 
freight warehouses, Mr. Roblin, as 
president of the Dominion Elevator 
Company, headed a Winnipeg delega¬ 
tion representing the elevator interests, 
which went to Ottawa to fight the mea¬ 
sure. Speaking before the special com¬ 
mittee charged with the consideration 
of this measure, on May 10, 1899, he 
strongly objected to the elevator busi¬ 
ness being subjected to the competition 
provided for by this legislation—pro¬ 
testing that, as there was no clo\ator 
combine, there was no need for it. 

If Mr. Roblin had had his way there 
would be today neither loading plat¬ 
forms nor freight warehouses, and the 
farmers would be tied neck and heels 
to the elevator combination 









ERALS AND THE ELEVA¬ 
TOR QUESTION 


i Put The System In Charge 
mmisoion Subject Only To 
islaturo. 


e Roblln government’s ole- 
camo up in the legislature 
:ond rending the following 
: was moved by T. C. 

is bill be not now read a 
o, as It takes wider powers 
assessed by this legislature; 
i the opinion of this House 
ble to embody the following 
in an act to be passed this 
provide for a system of 
t-owned elevators; That 
n should bo controlled and 
y an independent commls- 
aetory to and aeeopted by 
Growers of Manitoba: that 


pledged 












